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XXXIV. An Account of the Blue Shark, together with
a Drawing of the fame. By W. Watfon, jun. M, D.
F, R. S.

Read June. 4, THE fith from which the drawing was
778 made was taken on the Coaft of De-
vonfhire. It had got into fhallow water, by which acci~
dent Mr. MARTIN, a very great lover of natural hiftory,
and who happened to be on the fhore, was enabled to

drag it out by the tail, and to kill it on the fpot.
LINNZEUS places this animal in the clafs of amphibia,
under the name of fgualus glaucus, and makes ufe of
ARTEDE’s defcription, viz. fqualus foffula triangulari in
extremo dorfo, foraminibus. nullis ad oculos.  As this fifh
is well defcribed by ronNDELETIUS and others, I {hall
only fubjoin the following remarks. There are two tri-
angular dents at the origin of the tail, both above and
below ;. that which is on the back is biggeft and deepeft.
No orifices are to be feen behind the eyes, as is ufual
with fithes of this ge#xs. 'Two white membranes, one
to each eye, perform the office of eye-lids., They are
placed beneath under the external integuments, and
move
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790  Dr. WATSON’s Adccount of the Blue Shark.
move upwards when they cover the eyes, It is furnithed
with five rows of teeth; thefe are triangul:r, and finely
ferrated™. The body is of a fine blue colour, dark on
the back, lighter on the fides; the belly and all *he under
part of the fifh white; the fins and tail were of a dirty
blue; the colour of the blue part is exaétly reprefented
by different thades of indigo blue. When the head was
placed downwards, a pretty large white pouch came out
of its mouth. &LIAN {uppofes this to have ferved as an
afylum to its young brood in time of danger. The
length of the fifh from the tip of the nofe to the end of
the tail was fix feet eight inches; the length of the pec-
toral fin one foot four inches: the {cale annexed to the
drawing will give the meafurement of the other parts,
It was a female, and weighed fifty-five pounds. An out-
line of the under fide of the head is added, in order to
thew the fituation of the mouth.

As 1 have never been able to fee an accurate drawing
‘of this fifh, and as Mr. PENNAN'T, in his Britith Zoology,
wifhes a farther account may be given of it, I thought it
not unworthy of the Society’s notice. The fith itfelf was
ftuffed, and is now at the Britifh Mufeum.

(a) 1cannot afcertain how 'many ‘rows of teeth belonged to each jaw, they
being feparated by boiling before they were properly examined.
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